THE CITIZEN

JOHN E KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT

“Serving the people who:
will serve the world.”

Vol. XI No. XI

ksgcitizen.org

Students Champion ‘Cheese for Change,’ ‘Yashme

MPA/ID Entrepreneurs Tout Virtues of Chinese Yaks

By ROYA WOLVERSON, MPP1 / News Editor
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terprise and a for-profit one in par-
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w test these projects out.” expluned
So.

Om their rip, the two students
guickly stumbled upon an untapped
local resource with immense poten-
val for positve economic impact:
approxmately 13 milhon yaks that
were yet o be sheared or milked for
Ingome.

“After tallking to people lving
mn the villages and local NGOs, we
realized these regions are endowed
wath great resources they are not us-
g They know its great stuff but
they don't know how to bring it to
the market,” sad So.

Their two pilot yak projects
have been named “Yashmere” and
“Cheese for Change”. The “Yash-
mere” project takes soft yak down,
whose quality o close w cashmere,

and converts it to yarn for export
“Ventures in Development™ facili-
tates the process of moving the yak
down at the farmer level into yarn
producton interna-
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among Himalayan farmers w ho own
vaks but do not include much dairy

in their own diets.

So, originally from Hong Kong,
and Chyau, onginally from Taiwan,

chose the Yunnan province as their
first area of focus because of 1ts pov-
erty and marginalized Tibetan popu-
lavon. The students also noted that
[”fCr"dU'.‘l]J} OT‘L‘:'.anZ.'iUﬂl'IQ h:]\"—'
been pulling out of the country due

» the hype of its booming economy,
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elopment initiatives

alve 38" owa ‘pm s,
China is huge. It has the ,pollnca]
will and funds for poverty allevia-
tion, but by the ume it trickles down
to the provinces and township level,
it’s actually very hitle money, espe-
cially in marginalized communities,”
said Chyau.

So and Chyau identified 3 wvil-
lages on which to focus their efforts.
They expect Ventures in Develop-
ment o impact some 4,000 pcop]c
or 500 families and increase house-
hold incomes by 30 percent.

For graduatung masters students,
starting up such an organization has
been risky and ome-consumuog. So
and Chyau have devoted personal
funds into travel and logistics and

See YAKS, page 7
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Courtesy of Carol Chyau

MPA/IDs Carol Chyau and Marle So (center) in Shangrila, Yunnan sit around a
traditional stove while enjoying a pot of tea with staff from the China Exploration
Research Society, the NGO with whom they plan to pariner on their enterprise,

Former Taiwan Premier to Study
Political Philosophy at KSG

By BONNIE MARTIN, MC/MPA / Staff Writer

corridors of power around the wor!d.

Gong-sheng, however, is a less fre-
quent topic of conversation.

Frank Chang-Ting Hsich, former
Premier of Taiwan, and new Senior
Fellow at KSG's Mossavar-Rahman
Center for Business and Government,
hopes to change that.

Hsich, who was a founding
member of the DPP (Democratic
People’s Party) in Tawan and Premier
until January 2006, 1s at Harvard to
study political leadershap in the con-
text of gong-sheng. Gong-sheng is
an eastern philosophy guided by the
principles of co-existence, coopera-
tion, and interdependence.

Hsich likes to think of these
principles in the context of “live to-

gether”', meaning that, since people.
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While gong-sheng has applh—
nons in mynad fields, anging from
art to social welfare, Hach believes
that it can be applied to polines as
well. -
“Many think of polines as con-
flict,” says Hsich, “so principles like
‘live together are often thought to be
impractical.”

Hsch disagrees with this con-
tention. He believes that conflict and
tension are uwvlﬂhhw people
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